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Figure 24: The ratio RPb
g , from EPPS16*, of gluon distributions in a lead nucleus relative to the proton, for the

low (left) and high (right)
√
s, at Q2 = 1.69 GeV2 and Q2 = 10 GeV2 (upper and lower plots, respectively). The

grey band represents the EPPS16* theoretical uncertainty. The orange (blue hatched) band includes the EIC
simulated inclusive (charm quark) reduced cross-section data. The lower panel in each plot shows the reduction
factor in the uncertainty with respect to the baseline fit.

Impact on Heavy-Ion Physics

Measurements over the last two decades, first
at RHIC and later at the LHC, have provided
strong evidence for the formation of a strongly
coupled plasma of quarks and gluons (sQGP) in
high energy collisions of heavy nuclei. This sQGP
appears to behave like a nearly perfect liquid and
is well described by hydrodynamics at around 1
fm/c after the initial impact of the two nuclei
[64–67]. For reviews, see [68–71].

Despite the significant insight accumulated in
the past 17 years, little is understood about how

the initial non-equilibrium state, whose properties
are little known, evolves towards a system in ther-
mal equilibrium. A conjectured picture of the ini-
tial phase, based on the CGC framework, suggests
that at leading order the collision can be approxi-
mated by the collision of “shock waves” of classical
gluon fields (Glasma fields), [72–74] resulting in
the production of non-equilibrium gluonic matter.

Unfortunately, heavy-ion collisions themselves
cannot teach us much about the initial state be-
cause most of the details are wiped out during the
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